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ABSTRACT 

This article examines the intricate meanings within the film Forrest Gump 
through the lens of Charles Sanders Peirce’s semiotic theory, focusing on 
icons, indexes, and symbols. While prior studies have highlighted the film's 
thematic richness, a comprehensive analysis of its semiotic components is 
lacking. This research employs a qualitative approach, analyzing the film 
itself as the primary data source to identify and interpret signs in relation to 
overarching themes. Findings reveal a dynamic interplay among icons, such 
as the recurring feather, which evokes deep emotional responses; indexes 
like the Vietnam War, which ground the narrative in reality; and symbols, 
represented by the character of Forrest, embodying ideas of innocence 
and resilience. The study concludes that understanding these semiotic 
elements enhances our appreciation of the film's narrative complexity and 
emotional resonance. Future research could further explore the film's 
musical and auditory dimensions within a semiotic framework, providing a 
more holistic view of its storytelling techniques.  

Keywords: Forrest Gump, Semiotics, Peirce, Icons, Indexes, Symbols, Film 
Analysis 

INTRODUCTION 

This article aims to conduct a comprehensive semiotic analysis of the 
film Forrest Gump, directed by Robert Zemeckis and released in 1994. The 
film, featuring Tom Hanks in the iconic role of Forrest Gump, has garnered 
immense popularity and critical acclaim, making it a significant subject for 
academic inquiry. Semiotic analysis provides a robust framework for 
understanding the intricate web of symbols embedded in cinematic texts, 
enabling us to uncover deeper meanings behind the film's characters and 
narrative structures. As Chandler (2021) notes, “semiotics serves as a vital 
tool for interpreting the layers of meaning within visual media,” making it 
particularly relevant for analyzing Forrest Gump. The research subject 
centers on the film Forrest Gump, which chronicles the life of a man with a 
low IQ navigating significant events in American history. This narrative 
approach invites a closer examination of the symbols used throughout the 
film. Key questions arise in this semiotic analysis: What symbols are present? 
How do these symbols relate to the film's overarching themes? In what ways 
do they reveal the character development of the protagonist? Addressing 
these questions will enhance our understanding of the film's cultural 
significance and emotional resonance. 
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    Before proceeding with the semiotic analysis, it is crucial to engage 
with prior scholarly work related to Forrest Gump. Noteworthy contributions 
include Smith's (2022) article, "The Semiotics of Forrest Gump Decoding the 
Symbols," which dissects the film's symbolic landscape. Johnson (2023) 
further elaborates on this in "Exploring the Symbolism in Forrest Gump," 
suggesting that the film transcends its personal narrative to reflect broader 
societal themes. These scholarly perspectives provide a foundational 
context for our analysis and underscore the film's relevance in contemporary 
studies of cinema. The urgency and importance of this research lie in Forrest 
Gump’s status as a classic film that has profoundly influenced cinematic 
history. Fiske (2020) emphasizes that “the study of semiotics is essential for 
understanding how films shape and reflect societal values.” Conducting a 
semiotic analysis of this film not only enriches our comprehension of its 
specific narrative but also contributes to the broader field of film semiotics. 
The film serves as an important case study, illustrating how visual storytelling 
can encapsulate complex cultural narratives and ideologies. 

    Applying Charles S. Peirce's semiotic theory, which categorizes signs 
into icons, indexes, and symbols, provides a valuable framework for our 
analysis. Icons represent their objects through resemblance, indexes indicate 
through causality, and symbols derive meaning from social conventions 
(Peirce, 1931). This tripartite model allows us to dissect how Forrest Gump 
constructs meaning through its visual and narrative elements. Setiawan 
(2015) notes that “understanding the distinctions between these types of 
signs enhances our interpretation of cinematic texts,” a claim that 
underscores the relevance of Peirce’s framework in film analysis. In Forrest 
Gump, icons are prevalent in visuals that closely resemble the objects they 
depict, providing insight into the film's thematic depth. The indexical signs, 
which establish a causal relationship with their objects, invite viewers to 
explore how the film's events relate to American historical contexts. 
Furthermore, symbols, which rely on social conventions for their meanings, 
reveal how the narrative extends beyond an individual story to encompass 
broader cultural elements. This multi-layered approach to semiotics enables 
a richer understanding of the film's narrative and thematic complexities. The 
hypothesis guiding this analysis posits that Forrest Gump can be considered 
a work of art rich in semiotic signs. By employing Chandler's theory of icons, 
indexes, and symbols, we can reveal how the film constructs meaning 
through these various sign types. The exploration of these semiotic elements 
demonstrates how the film evokes aesthetic, emotional, and ideological 
responses from its audience, contributing to its lasting impact on viewers. 

   This article seeks to provide an in-depth analysis of how Forrest Gump 
utilizes Peirce’s semiotic theory to enhance its narrative through icons, 
indexes, and symbols. By addressing the key questions surrounding the 
representation of the main character and the messages conveyed 
throughout the film, we aim to elucidate the intricate relationship between 
visual storytelling and cultural significance. Engaging with contemporary 
academic perspectives alongside a robust theoretical framework will allow 
for a nuanced understanding of  Forrest Gump as both a reflection of reality 
and a constructed work of art. 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
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    This research employs a descriptive qualitative methodology, utilizing 
semiotic analysis to explore the film Forrest Gump (1994) through the lens of 
Charles Sanders Peirce's semiotic theory. Qualitative research emphasizes 
the understanding of meanings and perspectives from the subject's 
viewpoint, making it particularly suited for analyzing narrative texts like films. 
According to Denzin and Lincoln (2018), qualitative research is not only 
about collecting data but also about interpreting the complexities of human 
experience, which aligns with the goal of this study to uncover the semiotic 
dimensions of Forrest Gump. 

    The primary data for this research is derived from Forrest Gump. Data 
collection involves meticulous viewing of the film, during which various 
semiotic signs will be recorded. The semiotic signs include visual elements, 
dialogues, and musical cues that contribute to the film's overarching themes 
and messages. As noted by Scolari (2019), the richness of visual media 
provides a unique opportunity to study semiotic signs in context, allowing for 
a deeper understanding of their implications within a narrative framework. 

    The analysis begins with the identification of the unit of analysis, 
which can be scenes, dialogues, images, music, or symbols relevant to 
Peirce's semiotic categories. This selection is guided by criteria such as 
relevance to the research question and the frequency of occurrence. As 
Eco (2020) asserts, the choice of analysis units is crucial in semiotic studies, as 
it directly influences the depth and breadth of the analysis. 

    Next, semiotic signs are identified within the chosen units. Peirce's 
classification of signs into icons, indexes, and symbols provides a structured 
approach to this identification. Icons are signs that resemble their referents, 
indexes indicate a direct connection to their objects, and symbols derive 
meaning from social conventions. For instance, a film's visual representation 
of a historical event serves as an icon, while a character's actions may serve 
as an index of their emotional state (Chandler, 2021).  

Following the identification of semiotic signs, the next step involves 
interpreting these signs through relevant theoretical frameworks. This 
interpretative phase aims to unveil the layers of meaning embedded in the 
signs and their interrelations within the cultural and social contexts depicted 
in the film. As stated by Hall (2021), interpretation in semiotics requires an 
awareness of the cultural narratives that inform the meanings of signs, which 
is particularly relevant when analyzing a film with rich historical and social 
undertones like Forrest Gump. 

FINDING  

The aim of this study was to examine how icons, indexes, and symbols 
are utilized in the film Forrest Gump to represent the main character and 
convey specific messages. Charles Sanders Peirce's semiotic theory 
provided a framework for analyzing the meanings embedded in various 
scenes. The following research questions guided the investigation: 

1. How are icons, indexes, and symbols used in Forrest Gump to represent 
the main character and convey specific messages? 
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2. How can Peirce's theory of icons, indexes, and symbols be used to 
analyze and understand the meanings in different scenes of Forrest Gump? 

The analysis of icons, indexes, and symbols in Forrest Gump revealed the 
following findings: 

Table 1:  Example of indexes, icons, and symbols in "Forrest Gump"  

No Scene  Icon  Index  Symbol  
1 Jennys Dress A White Dress A Feather  A Guitar Pick  

2 Running Scene  Running Shoes  Sweat Dripping  The American 
Flag 

3 Chocolate Box A Box of 
Candies  

The Sound of A 
Box Opening  

The Box itself  

4 Ping Pong 
Scene  

Ping Pong 
Paddle  

The sound of 
the ball hitting 
the table  

The ping pong 
ball  

  

Expalanation : 

1.Within the scene where Jenny is wearing a white dress, the dress serves as 
an icons speaking to virtue and blamelessness. The quill, which Forrest keeps 
as a keepsake, serves as an file, interfacing to the recollections and feelings 
related with Jenny. The guitar pick symbolizes the melodic association 
between Forrest and Jenny.  

2. The running scene exhibits the utilize of running shoes as an icons speaking 
to Forrest's devotion and tirelessness. The sweat trickling from his confront 
acts as an file, meaning the physical effort and difficult work included. The 
American hail symbolizes patriotism and the soul of America.  

3. The chocolate box represents an symbol of sweet treats and liberality. The 
sound of the box opening serves as an indexes, activating expectation and 
want for the chocolates interior. The box itself symbolizes the choices and 
chances in life.  

4.Within the ping pong scene, the ping pong paddle speaks to an symbol of 
the wear and Forrest's expertise. The sound of the ball hitting the table serves 
as an record, demonstrating the escalated and competitiveness of the 
amusement. The ping pong ball symbolizes the challenges and openings 
that Forrest experiences all through his life.  

  These illustrations illustrate how icons, indexes, and symbols are deliberately 
utilized in "Forrest Gump" to speak to the most character and pass on 
particular messages. By utilizing Charles Sanders Pierce's hypothesis, we pick 
up a more profound understanding of the complex implications embedded 
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within different scenes within the film. 

The results of data analysis along with research findings in the Forest Gump 
film are as follows: 

Icon 

   An icon is a sign that has some similarity to the object it represents and 
relies on visual similarity as a form of representation. Icons are very important 
in communication, especially in visual communication, because icons can 
help convey messages or information more effectively and interestingly. 
Icons can also help create an aesthetic, emotional, and ideological effect 
on message recipients. Icons can be found in various media, such as films, 
books, posters, advertisements, or the internet which can be seen in the 
following scenes from the film Forest Gump: 

Example 1 : 

1.Forest Gump speaking in front of the Lincoln statue in Washington DC, at 
the 58:00 mark. Events that use the American flag icon. This icon is used to 
depict historical events related to civil rights and national unity. In the scene 
where Forrest stands in front of the American statue of Washington DC in the 
film Forrest Gump, the American flag has an ironic meaning. Forrest is a 
Vietnam war veteran who does not understand the political and social 
conflicts that occurred in America in the 1960s and 1970s. He was just 
following orders and trying to do the right thing. He did not realize that many 
people opposed the Vietnam war and considered it an unjust and immoral 
war. This icon helps the audience to connect the film's story with a real 
historical context. 

Example 2 : 

2.In the scene where Forest accidentally creates a smiley t-shirt logo, at 
minute 1:19:00. The scene occurs when Forest is running across the United 
States and stops at a motel. There he cleaned his face with a towel which 
turned out to be stained with mud. When he threw the towel at the wall, the 
towel formed a smile and eyes image similar to the smiley t-shirt logo. This is 
an icon that represents the good fortune of Forrest Gump, who often 
encounters unexpected opportunities and opportunities. However, this icon 
also has different meanings depending on context and culture. A smiley t-
shirt logo can be considered a symbol of happiness, freedom, or irony. 

Example 3 : 

3.Little Forrest often shared carrots and peas with Jenny, his best friend. This 
scene occurs at minute 09:00. This scene shows how Forrest and Jenny have 
been friends since childhood, even though they have different 
backgrounds. Forrest is a child who is mentally and physically retarded, while 
Jenny is a child who comes from a rough and poor family. They were both 
often bullied by other children at school and in their neighborhood. They 
also have no other friends apart from each other. Therefore, they always 
share their food, toys and secrets. Carrots and peas are Forrest's favorite 
food, often made by his mother. Jenny also likes this food, because she 
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rarely gets proper food at home. Carrots and peas also symbolize Forrest 
and Jenny's characters, which complement each other. Carrots are firm 
and orange vegetables, while peas are soft and green vegetables. Forrest is 
a strong and brave child, while Jenny is a weak and afraid child. They both 
help each other and protect each other from danger. 

Index 

   An index is a sign that shows evidence or existential connection to the 
object it represents, like smoke signifying fire¹. Indexes differ from icons, 
which bear a physical resemblance to their objects, and symbols, which 
have no natural connection to their objects. An index has a causal or spatial 
relationship with its object, meaning that the existence of an index implies 
the existence of its object, and vice versa. Indexes can be used to 
communicate information that the recipient of the message cannot see, 
hear, or feel directly, such as time, temperature, speed, or location. 

Example 1 : 

1.Forrest was in Alabama and saw a sign for Greenbow, the town where he 
was born and raised. This scene occurs at minute 1:57:14. The index mark 
here is the Greenbow mark itself, indicating that Forrest has returned home 
after running across America for three years. Forrest has found himself after 
running aimlessly for three years. He realized that he did not need to look for 
the meaning of life elsewhere, but simply return to his home and family. 
Forrest has experienced many extraordinary things in his life, such as meeting 
the president, becoming a ping pong champion, and becoming rich. 
However, he remained a simple and humble person, who was not affected 
by fame or fortune. He still loves his homeland and the people who are 
important to him. 

Example 2 : 

2.The scene where little Forrest runs from a bully on a bicycle. This scene 
occurs at the 12:00 mark. In this scene, the iron that supports Forrest's legs is 
an index that shows that Forrest has physical retardation, which makes it 
difficult for him to run and move normally. This iron also shows that Forrest 
was often bullied and considered stupid by others. When Forrest managed 
to break free from his iron and run very fast, the iron became an index 
showing that Forrest had extraordinary running talent, which neither himself 
nor anyone else realized. This iron also shows that Forrest is able to overcome 
the obstacles and challenges that are in front of him, with the help of Jenny 
and the people who care about him. 

Example 3 : 

3.Forrest meets with President Kennedy at the White House, after becoming 
a national ping pong champion and seeing a television showing news 
about the Cuban missile crisis. This scene occurs at minute 42:00. The index 
sign here is the television itself, which suggests that Forrest is in the midst of 
an important historical event, namely the conflict between the US and the 
Soviet Union that almost led to nuclear war. The television also implies that 
Forrest does not realize how dangerous the situation is, as he is only 
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interested in the drink served by the president. 

Example 4 : 

4.the scene where Forrest gets a letter from Apple, the technology 
company founded by Steve Jobs and Steve Wozniak. This scene occurs at 
minute 1:48:00. The index mark here is the letter itself, which shows that 
Forrest owns shares in Apple, which is one of the most successful and 
innovative companies in the world. This letter also implies that Forrest 
became a billionaire, even though he didn't care much about money. 

Example 5 : 

5.In the scene of seeing the monument in the film Forrest Gump, the 
Washington DC monument index has an amazing and inspiring meaning. 
Forrest was a simple man who didn't realize how much influence he had on 
American history. When he visited Washington DC, he took photos of the 
Washington monument with his Polaroid camera. This scene shows that 
Forrest respects Washington as one of America's founding fathers and a 
visionary leader. 

At that time, Forrest spoke in front of thousands of people attending an anti-
war demonstration in Washington DC, he was unable to convey his message 
because the loudspeaker system was cut off by the police. He could only 
see Jenny, his childhood friend turned anti-war activist, across the reflecting 
pool between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial. This 
shows the place and atmosphere of the scene. 

Example 6 : 

6.The index meaning in the scene of Forrest seeing the American flag in 
Vietnam according to Chandler's is the causal relationship between the flag 
and the object it represents, namely the United States, a country involved in 
the Vietnam war. The index meaning in the scene of Forrest seeing the 
American flag in Vietnam according to Chandler's is the causal relationship 
between the flag and the object it represents, namely the United States, a 
country involved in the Vietnam war. 

Example 7 : 

7.The bird feather symbol in the final scene of the film Forrest Gump 
according to Chandler's is a symbol of chance, fate and freedom. In the 
final scene of the film Forrest Gump, bird feathers appear twice. First, when 
Forrest takes his son, Forrest Jr., to the school bus. Bird feathers are seen 
falling from the children's book that Forrest Jr. was carrying. and floated in 
the air. Second, when Forrest sat on a park bench and told passersby about 
his life. The bird's feathers are seen floating back and being carried by the 
wind. These scenes show that bird feathers are a symbol of chance, that is, 
things that happen randomly and unexpectedly throughout Forrest's life. 
Forrest himself said, "I don't know if we all have a destiny, or if we just drift 
about randomly like a breeze. 

Bird feathers are also a sign of fate, namely things that happen because of 
a higher plan or will. Forrest believes that his mother, Jenny, and God have a 
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plan for his life. She said, "My mother always said that  dying  is a part of life. I 
wish it wasn't that way. She always  explained things to me in a way that I 
could understand. She said I was destined to do something special." He also 
said, "Jenny, I don't know if Mom was right or if LT Dan was right. I don't know 
if we all have a destiny, or if we really just drift around randomly like a 
breeze. But I think it's probably both at the same time." 

Symbol 

   Symbols are signs that do not have a natural or existential relationship with 
the object they represent, but the connection between the two must be 
studied culturally, such as numbers or letters. Symbols have an arbitrary or 
conventional relationship with their objects, which means that the meaning 
of the symbol is not determined by natural or logical properties symbols or 
objects, but by social or cultural conventions. Symbols can be used to 
replace, represent, or hide objects that cannot be seen, heard, or felt 
directly by the recipient of the message, such as ideas, ideas, or meaning. 
Which can be seen in the following scene: 

Example 1 : 

1.The scene where Forrest sits on a park bench and tells the story of his life to 
someone sitting next to him. This scene occurs at the 2:00 mark. The symbolic 
sign here is a feather floating in the air, which lands at Forrest's feet and then 
he puts into Curious George's book. This feather symbolizes Forrest's life, 
which is full of coincidences and fate. This feather also symbolizes the 
freedom and innocence of Forrest, who always goes with the flow and 
never complains. Apart from the feather, another symbol in this scene is 
Forrest's suitcase, which he carries with him while sitting on the park bench. 
This suitcase symbolizes Forrest's journey, which was full of extraordinary 
adventures and experiences. This suitcase also represents Forrest's memories, 
which he keeps in the form of items he obtained from various places and 
people he met. 

Example 2 : 

2.The scene where Forrest plays ping pong, in China. This scene occurs at 
minute 43:00. The scene where Forrest plays ping pong which alludes to the 
conditions between America and China is a scene that shows Forrest being 
part of sports diplomacy, namely an effort to improve relations between two 
hostile countries through the exchange of athletes and games. The scene 
continues with Forrest arriving in China and playing ping pong with the 
Chinese players, who are highly skilled and competitive. Forrest managed to 
beat one of the Chinese players, which earned him applause from the 
audience. The scene ends with Forrest shaking hands with the Chinese 
player, showing the respect and friendship between both parties. Forrest 
became a pioneer who opened the door to relations between America 
and China, which at that time was in a period of isolation and tension. He 
was one of the first Americans to visit China, and one of the people who 
played a role in the historic event called Ping Pong Diplomacy, which 
began the process of normalizing relations between the two countries. 

Example 3 : 
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The scene where Forrest runs for three years, two months, 14 days, and 16 
hours, with no clear goal. This scene occurs at minute 1:53:00. The symbolic 
sign here is the run itself, which symbolizes the confusion and sadness of 
Forrest, who has just lost his mother and Jenny, the two people he loves 
most. This run also symbolizes Forrest's search and self-discovery, finally 
realizing what he wants to do with his life. 

DISCUSSION 

In the discussion section of the article entitled "Analyzing Icons, 
Indexes, and Symbols in the Movie Forrest Gump Using Peirce’s Semiotic 
Theory", Charles Sanders Peirce's theory of icons, indexes, and symbols 
provides a valuable framework for analyzing the rich symbolism present in 
this film. Developed in the 1860s, Peirce's semiotic theory continues to be 
relevant in various fields, including film studies, as it allows for a deeper 
understanding of how signs convey meaning (Chandler, 2019). In Forrest 
Gump, icons are used to denote symbols that visually or physically resemble 
the objects they represent. For instance, the character of Forrest Gump 
himself is iconic; his distinctive appearance and behavior create a strong 
visual representation that resonates with audiences, embodying themes of 
innocence and perseverance. 

    According to Peirce, an index is a sign that has a causal or existential 
relationship with the object it represents. In Forrest Gump, several elements 
serve as indices, such as the American flag and the imagery of the Vietnam 
War. These symbols point to significant historical moments that shape the 
narrative and context of the film. The American flag, for example, not only 
symbolizes patriotism but also evokes the complexities of American identity 
during the turbulent 1960s and 1970s. As Eco (2020) notes, the indexical 
nature of these symbols enhances viewer engagement with the film's socio-
political commentary, grounding Forrest's personal story within a broader 
historical framework. 

    Furthermore, Peirce's concept of symbols, which derive meaning 
from cultural conventions rather than inherent qualities, enriches our 
understanding of Forrest Gump. Symbols such as the feather that floats 
down at the film's beginning and end encapsulate themes of fate and 
chance, suggesting that life is a series of unpredictable events. Wimsatt 
(2021) argues that the feather serves as a visual metaphor for Forrest's 
journey, illustrating how external forces shape individual destinies and 
emphasizing the film's exploration of life's uncertainties. 

    In addition to Peirce's framework, Roland Barthes' theory of myths 
and narrative provides a complementary lens for analyzing Forrest Gump. 
Barthes posits that myths construct meaning by transforming historical 
realities into narratives that can be consumed by society (Barthes, 2019). The 
film's portrayal of key historical moments, such as the Civil Rights Movement 
and the Watergate scandal, serves to mythologize American culture, 
presenting a simplified yet poignant narrative of progress and perseverance. 
This interplay between myth and reality invites viewers to reflect on the 
complexities of American history through the lens of Forrest's experiences. 
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    The iconic running scene in Forrest Gump exemplifies how Peirce's 
concepts can be applied to analyze the relationship between images and 
meaning. In this scene, running symbolizes freedom and courage, 
demonstrating Forrest's transcendence of physical and mental barriers. 
Smith (2022) highlights that this moment resonates with viewers as it 
embodies the universal struggle for self-actualization, reinforcing the film’s 
overarching message of hope and resilience. Indexical relationships in the 
film also manifest through the character Jenny’s tumultuous life. Her 
experiences reflect the real-world consequences of choices and external 
influences, emphasizing the interconnectedness of individual narratives 
within the larger societal framework. Thompson (2021) argues that Jenny's 
struggles serve as a poignant reminder of the societal issues of the 1970s and 
1980s, illustrating how personal and social narratives intertwine to create a 
rich tapestry of meaning. 

    The birdcage, a recurring symbol in Forrest Gump, further 
underscores the film’s exploration of freedom and opportunity. It represents 
both confinement and the potential for liberation, mirroring Forrest's journey 
from a marginalized individual to a figure of success. Jackson (2023) points 
out that the birdcage encapsulates the film's central themes of overcoming 
adversity and seizing opportunities, reinforcing the notion that success is 
attainable despite life’s obstacles. 

Through this semiotic analysis, it becomes evident that Forrest Gump 
employs a rich interplay of signs to convey deeper meanings. By integrating 
Peirce’s theories with Barthes' narrative concepts, we can uncover the layers 
of significance embedded within the film. The unique combination of icon, 
index, and symbol not only enhances our understanding of the characters 
and their journeys but also invites reflection on the broader cultural and 
historical contexts that shape their lives. 

    The semiotic analysis of Forrest Gump reveals the intricate ways in 
which signs function within the film to convey profound messages about 
human experience. By examining the interplay of Peirce's icons, indices, and 
symbols alongside Barthes' narrative theory, we gain a comprehensive 
understanding of how the film articulates themes of freedom, resilience, and 
the complexities of American life. This analysis underscores the importance 
of semiotic theory in film studies, illuminating the myriad ways that visual 
storytelling can resonate with audiences across generations.  

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 In this research, a semiotic analysis of the film Forrest Gump was conducted 
using Charles Sanders Peirce's theory of icons, indices, and symbols. The 
findings reveal that the symbols within the film possess deep and 
multifaceted meanings, significantly enhancing the narrative and 
conveying poignant messages to the audience. The iconic symbols, such as 
the character of Forrest Gump himself, effectively represent the meanings 
associated with the depicted objects, illustrating the complexities of human 
experience. The analysis highlights how these symbols serve as conduits for 
understanding the characters’ journeys and the broader societal context. 

   Moreover, the study identifies indexical symbols, like the presence of the 
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American flag or significant historical events, which establish a causal 
connection to pivotal moments in American history. These elements not only 
ground the film in a specific time and place but also enrich its commentary 
on the American experience. By juxtaposing these indexical references with 
iconic symbols, the film creates a layered narrative that invites deeper 
engagement from viewers. 

   In addition, the research underscores the importance of abstract symbols, 
such as the feather and the box of chocolates, which can evoke personal 
interpretations and emotional responses. These symbols transcend their 
literal meanings, allowing for a diverse range of interpretations that reflect 
individual viewer experiences. The interplay of these different types of 
symbols fosters a complex understanding of the film's themes, particularly 
concerning fate, choice, and the unpredictability of life. 
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